THE GARDEN OF INDIA.                     47
castes, that even our European Officers could freely
approach them, as we are able to do to-day.
There was, however, no disposition amongst either
Patidars or Kolis to accept, or even listen to, the Gospel,
and our time would have been wasted had we devoted
ourselves to their salvation, superficially promising as the
material might have seemed to be.
Much time and money have been ineffectually expended
upon what may be called perhaps the " attractive"
classes. It has been argued by workers in the Mission
Field that one convert made from these classes will be of
greater value than hundreds, or even thousands, from the
depressed classes. But the correctness of this dictum
may well be questioned. They do not, as a rule, make good
apostles to the depressed classes, who prefer leaders of
their own caste, and are tempted to believe that those of
the better-off and better-educated classes will misunder-
stand and look down upon them.
We found the Dhers of Gujarat to be an exceedingly
fruitful field, and devoted ourselves heart and soul to their
salvation. As a result we have built up amongst them
a solid, spiritual and well-organized work.
It was also in Gujarat that we first developed our Edu-
cational system, which has undoubtedly helped largely
to strengthen and consolidate our work in India.
1.  It was created wholly and solely for the benefit of
our own converts.
2.  It limited itself almost exclusively to rudimentary
education, taking advantage where necessary in exceptional
cases of existing Government or private institutions, where
the higher branches seemed in the interest of our own work
to be desirable.
3.  It made religious teaching, not only an essential
part of our instruction, but its very backbone.     In later
years our Young People in Gujarat were formed into
u Gayan Tolis," or Songster Brigades, and " Faliadars,"
which became the agency for conducting family prayers
in village streets among groups of families, besides forming
a very attractive feature of our evangelistic work.   Many
of them composed their own songs to popular  Gujarati
tunes.